
Word of the week  20th to 26th JUNE 2022 

Std-VI 

 

Dearth (noun) 

 

Meaning- lack of something, not enough of something  

Origin- Middle English, 1200s from the word ‘derthe’ 

Synonyms- shortage,  want ,lack , insufficiency  

Antonyms- excess, surplus, abundance, plenty  

Usage in Sentences-  

1. There is a dearth of young people in village.  

2. There was a dearth of reliable information on the subject. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word of the week  20th to 26th JUNE 2022 

Std – VII 

 

Word – Contrite 

Meaning – feeling or expressing pain or sorrow for sins or offenses  

Origin –   from Old French contrit, from Latin contritus, past participle of 

conterere ‘grind down, wear away’, from con- ‘together’ + terere ‘rub’. 

Synonyms – sorry, remorse, repentant  

Antonyms – hurtful, remorseless, impenitent  

Usage in sentences: 

1. The boys looked contrite as well, although they had done nothing wrong.  

2. She lifted her contrite face to the judge with tears in her eyes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Word of the week  20th to 26th JUNE 2022 

Std-VIII 

 

Conundrum – (noun) 

 

Meaning- a confusing and difficult problem or question 

Origin- Late 16th century: of unknown origin, but first recorded in a work by 

Thomas Nashe, as a term of abuse for a crank or pedant, later coming to denote 

a whim or fancy, also a pun. Current senses date from the late 17th century. 

Synonyms- problem, vexed question, brain - teaser, enigma 

Antonyms- solution, simplicity, calm, confidence 

Usage in sentences:  

1.  He is faced with the conundrum of trying to find a job without having 

experience.  

2. The administration is facing a familiar conundrum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word of the week  20th to 26th JUNE 2022 

Std-IX 

 

Word – Dexterity (noun) 

 

Meaning:  skill in performing tasks, especially with the hands. 

Origin: early 16th century (in the sense ‘mental adroitness’): from 

French dextérité, from Latin dexteritas, from dexter ‘on the right’. 

Synonyms: mastery; delicacy; artistry; craft; skill; felicity; talent 

Antonyms: clumsiness; stupidity; insensitivity 

Usage in sentences: 

1. He has the dexterity needed to deal cards quickly. 

2. The amazing dexterity of the acrobat was praised by everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 



Word of the week  20th to 26th JUNE 2022 

Std-X 

 

Word – Autarky 

Meaning – 1. economic independence or self-sufficiency 

                   2. a form of government in which one person has 

                       complete power 

Origin – early 17th century: from Greek autarkeia, from autarkēs ‘self-

sufficiency’, from autos ‘self’ + arkein ‘suffice’. 

Synonyms – absolutism, despotism 

Antonyms – democracy 

Usage in sentences: 

1. Putin and his inner circle are the only ones who aspire to Russian 

autarky. 

2. It may trigger a worldwide move towards autarky and major government 

intervention. 

 

 

 

 

 

Word of the week  20th to 26th JUNE 2022 

Std-XI 

 

Palaver 

 

(Noun) meaning – unnecessarily elaborate or complex procedure 

(Verb) meaning- talk unproductively and at length 

origin – mid 18th century (in the sense ‘a talk between tribespeople and 

traders’): from Portuguese ‘palavra’ word, from Latin parabola ‘comparison’ 

synonym – babble, parley, flummery, wheedle, clack 

antonym – quiet, silence 

Usage in sentence – 

1. I have the greatest difficulty in believing that all this palaver is needed for 

security purposes. 

2. I should not have thought that it was fair to impose upon them this 

tremendous palaver. 

Minor points like that which come under the heading of "not substantially 

important" can be adjusted without too much palaver. 



Word of the week  20th to 26th JUNE 2022 

Std-XII 

 

Word – Palimpsest (noun) 

 

Meaning – a manuscript or piece of writing material on which more than one 

text has been written with the earlier writing incompletely erased and still 

visible 

Origin – mid 17th century; from Greek palimpsestos; palim ‘again’ + psestos 

‘rubbed smooth’ 

Synonym – parchment, manuscript, papyrus, document 

Antonym – print, type, publication, typewriting 

Usage in sentence: 

1) The ancient city is an architectural palimpsest. 

2) While the tradition has changed over time, it is still a palimpsest of our 

family’s history. 

3) The government official knew that the letter was a palimpsest that 

contained a veiled meaning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


