
Phrase of the week. 11th  July - 17th  July 

Std. V 

Let bygones be bygones 

Meaning- to forgive someone for something done 

Origin- 15th century 

Synonyms- end a quarrel , make a peace 

Antonyms- blame, betray 

Usage in sentence:- 

1. The two neighbours had always been quarreling , but they finally shook 

hands and decided to let bygones be bygones when they met at a local event. 

2. Raj felt that he should let bygones be bygones and decided to move on to 

the most important things. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phrase of the week. 11th  July - 17th  July 

Std. VI 

As different as cheese and chalk                

Meaning – for two things to be completely different from each other.  

Origin – This phrase originated in the 13th century in the UK. There was a 

shopkeeper who would try to stretch his profits by swapping cheese for chalk, 

thus saving some cheese for himself. However, people caught on with time.  

Synonyms - opposite, distinguishable, unlike 

Antonyms - be similar, same, alike, indistinguishable 

Usage in Sentences: 

1. The two opponents have always been as different as chalk and cheese. 

2. Despite James and John being identical twins, their characters were as 

different as chalk and cheese. 

  



Phrase of the week. 11th  July - 17th  July 

Std. VII 

Card up one’s sleeve 

Meaning – to have an advantage that other people do not know about 

Origin – The phrase comes from card games. It refers to dishonest card players 

when they secretly put up a card up their sleeve to be used when it is required. 

Now, the phrase is used to refer to a backup plan, a sort of contingency plan – an 

advantage that other’s don’t have.  

Synonyms – ace up one’s sleeve, secret advantage. 

Usage in sentences: 

1. The lawyer who is good, always keeps one card up his sleeve to ensure that 

he wins the case.  

2. She still has got something up her sleeve, and it should solve all her 

problems. 

 

 

 

Phrase of the week. 11th  July - 17th  July 

Std. VIII 

Have an axe to grind 

Meaning – Have a private reason for doing or being involved in something. 

Origin – The phrase is used with the meaning “having ulterior motive” in America 

and “having a dispute to take or point of view to express” in Britain. It is believed 

that the phrase originated in America and travelled to Britain. The phrase, with 

the American meaning, is commonly attributed to Benjamin Franklin. Two of his 

works during 1771 to 1790 have similar references. 

Synonyms –  consider, think, believe in, hold 

Usage in sentences: 

1. Environmentalists have no political axe to grind. They just want to save 

the planet. 

2. He should not become the chairman of the committee as he has too many 

axes of his own to grind. 

  



Phrase of the week. 11th  July - 17th  July 

Std. IX 

Bite the bullet 

Meaning- It is an informal phrase that means "to do something unpleasant or 

painful because it is necessary even though you would like to avoid it."  

Origin-In medieval times, before the discovery of anesthesia, when soldiers were 

wounded in battle and had to be treated or undergo surgery, they were made to 

bite on something hard to keep them from screaming out in pain. On the 

battlefield, what was primarily available was a bullet or a leather strap. So, 

soldiers bit the bullet to be able to endure the pain of surgery without anesthesia. 

This is where the phrase originates from. 

Synonyms- suck-it-up, seize the opportunity and leap into the breach 

Antonyms- avoid, disallow, dodge, refuse, reject 

Sentences- 

1. The accused man bit the bullet as the judge handed down his sentence. 

2. Mary has to learn to bite the bullet and face her fears of flying. 

3. All soldiers have to bite the bullet when they get their drafting letter. 

4. Their manager had been putting off the budget meeting but decided to bite 

the bullet and have the meeting this week. 

5. The kids decided to bite the bullet and clean their rooms so they could go 

to the park. 

 

 

 

Phrase of the week. 11th  July - 17th  July 

Std. X 

Between the devil and the deep blue sea 

Meaning – In a difficult situation where there are two equally unpleasant choices 

Origin – This expression has existed since at least the 1600s 

Synonyms- in a predicament, between a rock and a hard place  

Antonyms – easy, trivial, calm 

Usage in Sentences -  

1. Since we don’t have enough money to send both of our children to college, 

we are between the devil and the deep blue sea about what to do. 

2. When I was a student, I was always caught between the devil and the deep 

blue sea having to choose whether to buy food or my bus pass each month. 



Phrase of the week. 11th  July - 17th  July 

Std. XI 

Have an axe to grind 

Meaning – to have a strong personal opinion about something that you want 

people to accept and that is the reason why you do something; to have a selfish 

reason or strong opinion that influences your actions 

Origin – The term ‘have an axe to grind’ was coined by Charles Miner in his 

essay Who’ll turn Grindstone? which was published at the turn of the nineteenth 

century. In the essay, Miner relays a story in which a stranger tricked him into 

turning a grindstone so that the stranger could sharpen his axe. 

Synonym – agenda, score to settle, driving force 

Antonym – lack of motivation 

Usage in sentence – 

1. Environmentalists have no political axe to grind - they 

just want to save the planet. 

2. The study should be conducted by a firm that has no axe to grind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phrase of the week. 11th  July - 17th  July 

Std. XII 

Take exception to  

(Phrase) meaning – Disagree with 

origin – This idiom, first recorded in 1542, uses exception in the sense of 

“objection,” a meaning obsolete except in a few phrases. 

synonym – object to  

Antonym - agree 

Usage in sentence – 

1. I take exception to that remark about unfair practices. 

2. I take exception to being addressed by my surname; I consider it bad 

manners. 
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