
Word of the week               30th August – 5th September 2021 

Std:- 5 

TERRAIN 

Meaning-  a stretch of land, especially with regard to its physical features 

Origin- Borrowed from French terrain, from Latin  terrenum , neuter of terrenus from 

terra  

Synonyms- land, region, topography 

Antonyms- sky, heaven 

Sentences: 

1. It was difficult to locate the child in the dense terrain of the forest. 

2. It took us the whole day to trek across the rocky terrain.  
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Std:- 6 

Tight-fisted (adjective)  

Meaning- unwilling to spend money 

Origin - first known use - American, 1835-45 

Synonyms- miser, thrifty, parsimonious  

Antonyms - charitable, free-handed, generous, liberal,           

                      open-handed, spendthrift 

Usage in sentences -  

1.The company's tight-fisted owner won't raise the workers' salaries.  

2.Everyone was surprised when Uncle Paul, the most tight-fisted person in the family, 

paid for everyone’s dinner at the restaurant. 
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Std:- 7 

Whipper-snapper(noun) 

Meaning:- 1.a young and inexperienced person considered to be overconfident. 

2. Immature 

Origin:- old-fashioned word since the late 1600s. 

Synonyms:- squirt, stripping, brat 

Antonyms:- angel, notable, chief ,superior 

Usage in sentence :-  

1.In small fields they have less chance of being upstaged by a young whipper-snapper. 

2. A very confident young whipper -snapper named Carole came on after the break. 
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Word:  Vulnerable  

Parts of speech:  Adjective  

Origin: Vulnerable is ultimately derived from the Latin noun vulnus ("wound"). 

"Vulnus" led to the Latin verb vulnerare, meaning "to wound," and then to the Late 

Latin adjective vulnerabilis, which became "vulnerable" in English in the early 1600s. 

"Vulnerable" originally meant "capable of being physically wounded" or "having the 

power to wound" (the latter is now obsolete), but since the late 1600s, it has also been 

used figuratively to suggest a defenselessness against non-physical attacks.  

Meaning:  Able to be easily physically, emotionally, or mentally hurt, influenced, or 

attacked 

Synonyms: endangered, exposed, liable, open, sensitive, weak 

Antonyms:  Strong, insusceptible, invulnerable, unexposed, unsusceptible 

Sentences: 1.  I felt very vulnerable, standing there without any clothes on. 



                     2.  It is on economic policy that the government is most vulnerable. 

                     3.  Older people are especially vulnerable to cold temperatures even inside 

their  

                          homes.                             
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Scrumptious  

Meaning: Extremely tasty  

Origin: It first appeared in English in 1830, "scrumptious" is a mouth-watering word 

that is used to describe what is delightful and delectable. It probably originated as an 

alteration of "sumptuous”. Sumptuous derives via Middle English from the Latin 

verb sumere, meaning "to take or spend." 

Synonym: delicious, savoury, appetizing 

Antonym: tasteless, unpalatable 

Usage: 

1. Restaurants throughout the state are serving those scrumptious dishes right 

now. 

2. My mother baked a scrumptious chocolate cake. 

3. This inviting farmstead and restaurant is known for its scrumptious apple 

dishes. 
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Word- rapprochement 

Origin- "establishment of cordial relations," 1809, from French rapprochement 

"reunion, reconciliation," literally "a bringing near," from rapprocher "bring near," from 

re- "back, again" (see re-) + aprocher (see approach (v.)). Generally in italics until 

1880s. 

Meaning- a situation in which the relationship between two countries or groups of 

people becomes more friendly after a period of time when they were enemies 

Synonyms- friendship, harmonization, harmony, reconciliation, agreement, cordiality, 

friendliness 

Antonyms- aloofness, disagreement, trouble, upset 

Use in Sentences: - 

1. I hope for a rapprochement between our two countries. 

2. There're signs of rapprochement between George and his son. 

3. There now seems little chance of rapprochement between the warring factions. 

4. The encouraging rapprochement between Tehran and London that we'd heard so 

much about the previous year was at an end. 
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Word: Punctilious (adjective)   

   

Meaning: 

showing great attention to detail or correct behaviour 

 

Origin: 

First recorded in 1625–35; punctili(o) + -ous 

  

Synonyms:  careful, meticulous, scrupulous  

 



Antonym: casual, discourteous, improper, unmannerly, uncaring, informal, careless, 

impolite. 

 

Usage in sentence: 

 

1. He was punctilious in providing every amenity for his guests. 

2.The little boy of two, often quoted here, showed a punctilious feeling for order in the 

placing of things. 
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WORD: SUPERNUMERARY 

Std:12 

MEANING: Present in excess of the normal or requisite number. 

SYNONYMS: extra, additional, superfluous, exaggerated 

ANTONYMS: insufficient, inadequate, deficient 

USAGE:  

1. Some people have supernumerary body parts like extra toes and fingers. 

2. The actor had no lines in the entire movie, he was just a supernumerary 

character on standby. 

 

 


