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THEMEOFTHECHAPTER:

‘TheSnakeandtheMirror’,ahumorousnarrativeisbasedonthethemeofhuman

vanityandfearsandhowtheyaffectpeople.Manissoproudofhisphysicalbeauty,

thatattimes,heisoftenfoolishandstupidinhisattemptsatestimatinghimself.

Theauthorthroughthisstoryistryingtoexplainthatitisimportantforustolivein

therealworldandnotinthefictitiousworld.

AnadditionalthemeinthestoryisabouthowcrisesmakepeopleturntoGodfor

help.

MESSAGEOFTHECHAPTER:

ThechaptergivesthemessagetothereadersthatfaithinGodandhumilityin

thoughtsarewhatmakesapersonstrongenoughtofaceanyadversityordifficult

situationinlife.

SUMMARYOFTHECHAPTER:

Thestoryisaboutahomeopathicdoctor,unmarriedandhandsome,whowasan

admirerofhisownbeauty.Helivedinarentedhousewhichwasanouthouse.Ithad

twowindowsandtiledroof,therewasnoelectricity,andtheroom wasinfestedwith

rats.

OnehotSundaynight,hehadhismealatarestaurantandreturnedhome.Helitthe

kerosenelamp,tookoffhiscoatandshirt,andopenedtwowindows.Hesettledona

chairandstartedtoreadamedicalbook.Therewasalargemirroronatableon

whichstoodalamp.Asitwastoohottosleep,hesatinfrontofthemirroradmiring

hislooksandsmiledandplannedtolookmorepresentable.Graduallyhisthoughts

shiftedfrom self-admirationtoplanninghisfuturemarriage.Hewassoengrossed

inhisdaydreamingthathedidnotgivemuchimportancetothesuddensilence.

Therewasasoundofsomethingfallingfrom behind.Hewasslowtoreact.Bythe

timeheturnedroundtolook,asnakehadslidoverthebackofhischair,wriggledon

tohisshoulderandcoiledroundhisleftarm abovetheelbow.Itwasadangerous

snake.Itshoodspreadoutjustthreeinchesawayfrom hisface.Thedoctorsatthere

likeastonestatue,notmakinganymovement,lestthesnakestrikeshim.Suddenly

herealizedthepresenceofGod.ItseemedasthoughGodhadcomeintheform of

snaketopunishhim forbeingproudandarrogant.Herealizedhewasbutamere

human,nothingtoboastof.Themomentheacceptedhistrueworth,thesnakeleft

hisholdandsatonthetableinfrontofthemirror.



Thedoctorgotupsilentlyandsprintedoutofthedoor.Nextmorning,whenhe

returnedtotakehisbelongings,henoticedallhisbelongingswerestolenashehad

runawaywithoutevenlockingthedoor.

CHARACTERSKETCHOFTHEDOCTOR

Thedoctoristhecentralcharacterofthestory.Hepractiseshomeopathandis

obsessedwithhisownlooks.Heappearstobeamanfullofvanityasweseehim

lookingintothemirrorandadmiringhisownlooks.Heisportrayedinsuchamanner

thathecanassesshimselfcriticallyandhumorously.Hehonestlyadmitsthatasa

newpractitionerofmedicine,hecouldnotearnmuchandhadtorentapoorhouse

withouteventhefacilityofelectricity.

LONGANSWERTYPEQUESTIONS:

1.Discusstheelementofhumourinthestory,‘TheSnakeandtheMirror’in

about100–120words.

Answer:

Althoughtheauthorhasdepictedaveryseriousincidentinthestorybutthe

wayinwhichhehasdescribedeachdetailinithastheelementofhumour

associatedwithit.Thishumourisgeneratedbywayofcontrastsemployedby

theauthor.Thedoctorrevealshisprideandarrogancebytellingushowhighly

heratedhislooks.Thisprideandarrogancestandsincontrasttohis

admittancethathefeltfeebleandfoolishwhenencounteredbythesnake.

Againhisdesiretomarryafatandawealthyladydoctorwhocouldnotrun

afterhim whenhecommitssomesillymistakestandsincontrasttothethin

andagilelady,whom hefinallymarries.

Further,thedoctorpokesfunathimselfwhenhetellsthatthethiefdidnot

takeawayhisdirtyvestbecausehehadasenseofcleanliness.Hisremark

aboutthesnakethatperhapsitwasmakingsomedecisionaboutgrowinga

moustacheorusingeyeshadowandmascaraorwearingavermilionspoton

itsheadisalsoverywittyandhumorous.

Thus,evenaseriousincidentismadeinterestingbythedoctor’switty

treatmentofaverydangeroussituation.

2.Thestory‘TheSnakeandtheMirror’,dealswiththeissueofhumanvanity

andpride.Discussthisstatementinlightofthecharacterofthedoctor.

Answer:

Thedoctorhadaveryhighopinionofhimselfregardingbothhisappearance

andhisprofession.Hewasconsciousofhislooksandwantedtolookeven



morehandsome.Herepeatedlylookedathimselfinthemirrortoadmirehis

handsomeness.Hewasalsoproudofbeingadoctorandwasarrogant

becauseofhisprofessionalqualifications.

Buthisshortencounterwithasnake,curedhim ofhispride.Whenthesnake

reachedhisshoulderandcoileditselfaroundhisarm,thedoctorlostall

arroganceandwasremindedoftheexistenceofGod.Comingfacetoface

withdeath,herealisedthathowweakandfoolishhewas.Whenherecalled

thattherewerenomedicinesinhisroom tocurehim ofasnake–bite,he

humblyandmeeklyregardedhimselftobeastupidandhelplessperson.

Thus,theencounterwiththesnaketransformedthedoctorfrom afoolish

mantoahumbleandGod–fearingman.


