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WORD OF THE WEEK                                         18th – 24th NOVEMBER,2020 

Class -8 

Word – Xenophobia 

Meaning – a fear or hatred of foreign people and cultures 

 Origin – from Ancient Greek word ‘Xenos’, meaning ‘’ stranger or foreigner, and 

‘Phobos, meaning ‘’fear’’. 

Synonyms – bias, injustice, preconception, enmity 

Antonyms – fairness, goodwill, tolerance, admiration 

Usage in sentences: 

1. At a time when xenophobia runs rampant in Egypt, foreigners are often 

met with disgust . 

2. The attitude has nothing to do with xenophobia or American chauvinism.  

 

 

WORD OF THE WEEK                                         18th – 24th NOVEMBER,2020 

GRADE 5 

TRIFLE 

Origin- Middle English from Old French trufle, by form of trufe ' deceit', of 

unknown origin 

Meaning- something that is of little value or importance 

Synonyms- frippery, fluff, trivia 

Antonyms- importance, succeed, seriousness 

Usage in Sentences: 

1. Don’t waste your time on trifles. 

2. Rina and Rohini are always fighting over trifles. 
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WORD OF THE WEEK                                         18th – 24th NOVEMBER,2020 

Grade- 6 

SYNDROME 

Meaning- A group of signs or changes in the body that are typical of an illness. 

Also a type of mental state that is typical of a person in a particular situation . 

Origin- Mid 16th century, 1540s: modern Latin from Greek ‘sundrome', from sun-

'together'+ dramein ‘to run'. 

Synonyms- ailment, disorder, sickness 

Antonyms- health, healer, healthy 

Usage in sentence: 

1. Danlos syndrome Is also referred  to as inherited connective tissue 

disorder. 

2. It’s a classic case of bored- housewife syndrome.  
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Grade 9 

Voracious (adj)  

Meaning: having a huge appetite, excessively eager  

Origin: From Latin vorax, from voro ( I devour)  

Synonym: rapacious, ravening, acquisitive  

Antonym: abstemious, undesirous, unacquisitive  

Usage in sentence: 

1. In the jungle, there are many voracious animals that will eat anything they 

can catch.  

2. Since I am a voracious reader, I often read two or three books a day.  

3. The good students are voracious learners who always seek out extra 

information after class.  
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WORD OF THE WEEK                                         18th – 24th NOVEMBER,2020 

Class - VII 

Word:  Writhe 

Parts of speech:  Verb 

Origin: Before the 12th century, in the meaning defined at transitive sense. 

Middle English, from Old English wrīthan; akin to Old Norse rītha to twist 

Meaning:  1. to twist into coils or folds 

                  2. to twist from or as if from pain or struggling 

Synonyms: enlace, entwine, implicate [archaic], interlace, intertwine, intertwist, 

Antonyms:  disentangle, uncoil, untangle, relax, rest, unwind, calm (down), still 

Sentences: 1.The pain was so unbearable that he was writhing in agony. 

                    2.She was writhing around/about on the ground 

                    3. He writhed in agony at the thought. 

                    4. He and four other senators were writhing in the glare of 

unfavourable publicity.                     

                     

  



4 | P a g e  
 

WORD OF THE WEEK                                         18th – 24th NOVEMBER,2020 

Grade 10 

Unequivocal 

Meaning: leaving no doubt, unambiguous 

Origin: 1784 from un – “not” + equivocal 

Synonyms: clear, decided, distinct, evident, lucid 

Antonyms: incomprehensible, unintelligible, vague, ambiguous, obfuscated 

Usage in sentence: 

1) The teacher was impressed by the gifted student’s unequivocal explanation 

of the complex subject. 

2) Without unequivocal evidence, the prosecutor will not be able to prove the 

defendant’s guilt. 

 

     

WORD OF THE WEEK                                         18th – 24th NOVEMBER,2020 

GRADE 11 

WORD: BURLESQUE 

ORIGIN: Originated from 17th century Italian theatre as a type of comic 

interlude. 

MEANING: A literary, dramatic or musical work intended to cause laughter by 

caricaturing the manner or spirit of serious works, or by ludicrous treatment of 

their subjects. 

SYNONYM: comic, mock, ironical, ludicrous, satirical etc. 

ANTONYMS: classic, pure, severe, tragic, truthful, etc. 

USAGE IN SENTENCES: 

1. He often wrote short tales, songs, children’s stories, and occasional 

burlesques. 
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2. She stayed there three seasons, during which she concentrated on 

burlesques and comedies. 

3. By 1836 these classical burlesques had become so popular that other 

writers were copying them. 
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Class 12 

Arabesque (Noun) 

Origin: Arabesque is a French term derived from the 

Italian word arabesco, meaning "in the Arabic style" 

Meaning: 1.an ornamental design consisting of intertwined flowing lines, 

originally found in ancient Islamic art. 

2. A posture in which one leg is extended backwards at right angles, the torso 

bent forwards, and the arms outstretched, one forwards and one backwards. 

Synonyms: baroque, intensified, flowery 

Antonyms: bare, plain, modest 

Usage in sentences: 

1. The students practiced their arabesques.  

2. The arabesque stone monument was crafted with graceful, intricate 

designs. 

 


