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Ch1-IntroductiontoHistory

Allthestoriesaboutwhatweare,wherewecomefrom,wherewelived,whatourfamiliesand
theirfamiliesdidinthepast–iscalledHISTORY.

Ourtextbookreads“Historymaybedefinedasacarefulandasystematicstudyofpastevents
onthebasisofavailablematerialremainsandrecords”

Itsimplymeans–thatweknowaboutthethingsthathappenedinthepastbecauseof
materialsavailable–youmightthinkwhatmaterials-wallpaintings,buildings,carvingsonthe
wall.YouallmusthaveheardaboutAjantaandElloracaves,theRedFort,St.Peter’sBasilicaat
VaticanCity.Alloftheseweremademanymanyyearsago-andtheytellusthestoryofhowit
wasbuilt,whobuiltit,withwhatmaterials,inwhichyear,whatdidpeopleeat,wear,doduring
thosetimes.

ThisisHistory.Justastoryabouteveryone’spast:howdidwediscoverfire,whatwasthefirst
metal,whichwasthefirstkingdom,whowastheking/queen,howbeautifulweretheirpalaces,
whatkindofarmydidtheyhave,whatplantsandvegetablestheygrew,whatkindofclothesand
jewellerytheywore,etc.andapersonwhostudiesthesepasteventsiscalleda“Historian”

Youmusthaveoftenreadthealphabets“BC”and“AD”.Whatdotheyreallymean?

WeallhaveheardofJesusChrist.Thecalendarthatweuseisthe“GregorianCalendar”–which
isusedallovertheworldandBCandADareusedtonumbertheyears.BCmeans“BeforeChrist”
itmeansbeforeJesusChristwasbornandADmeans“AnnoDomini”whichisLatinfor–inthe
yearoflord–ortheyearwhenJesusChristwasborn.SoinliteralwordsweareallinADtoday.

Youmightthinkhowdoweknowabouthistory,welltherearetwoways:

1.Things:alsocalled“ArchaeologicalSourceMaterial”

2.Writtenrecordsofthepast:called,“LiterarySourceMaterial”

Archaeologicalsourcematerialsarethings-liketools,materials,buildings,somepaintings,etc
thatarefoundaroundtheglobe.Andthestudyofthesematerialremainsofthepasthuman
existenceiscalled“Archaeology”.Andapersonwhostudiesitiscalled“Archaeologist”.

TherearethreethingsthatcomeunderArchaeologicalMaterials:

a.Artefacts-whichmeansarticleslikeweapons,pottery,toys,coins,etc.

b.Inscriptions–writingsthatarecarvedontherocksorpillarsoranywallsofthetemples.

c. Monuments-arebuildingslikeforts,palaces,temples,etc.



Allthesethingstellusastory.Forexampleacoinwouldtelliwhatitismadeof,thekindof
metalwilltellusifthekingdom wasrichorpoor,thecarvingonthecoinmighttellusthedate,
whichrulerissuedit,thetimeperiodofhisreign,orhaveapictureofananimalporaplantor
theportraitofthekingandsomeevenmighthavetheancientlanguage.Similarlywritings
carvedonwallstellusthenameofthekings,theirachievement,whodidtheyfightwith,what
placestheyconquered,etc.Monumentstelluswhytheywerebuilt,bywhom,weretheygood
architects,whatmaterialstheyused,etc.

Nowliterarysourcematerialsontheotherhand,meansbooksoranyhandwrittendocuments–
likeourVedasorKautilya’sArthashastra–thesebooksorreadingmaterialtellusabouthow
didthepeoplethink,whowashelpingthem makethepoliticaldecisions,whichgoddidthey
pray,howdidtheyprayetc.InIndia,manyoftheliterarysourcesonancientIndiaare
Manuscripts,whichmeanshandwrittendocuments.InancientIndia,beforepapercameintouse
,manuscriptswerewrittenonmaterialssuchas‘Bhojpatra’(birchbark)and‘Palm leaves’.

Theyarefurtherdividedinto:

a.ReligiousLiterature-likeVedasofHindus,thePitakasofBuddhists,etc.whichtalks

aboutreligion.

b.SecularLiterature–manytravellersandlearnedmenandwomentravelledtheworldand
whenevertheycameacrosssomethinginterestinglikehowakingruled,anyscientific
discovery–theywouldwriteaboutit.

Historyisnothingbutareallylongandinterestingstoryaboutourancestors.

Pleaseanswerthefollowingquestionsbasedonwhatwehaveread:

1.Whatdowecallapersonwhostudiespastevent?

2.Whatisthefullform ofBCandAD?

3.Namethreetypesofarchaeologicalsourcematerials.

4.Givetwoexamplesofartefacts.

5.Whatareliterarysources?

6.Whataretwomaintypesofliterarysources?

7.Definetheterm History.

8.Definetheterm Archaeology.

9.Mentionthreetypesofinformationthatcoinprovides.

10.Whatisamanuscript?Mentiontwomaterialsonwhichmanuscriptswerewrittenin
AncientIndia.




